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journey over the ice—testimony moreover which is confirmed by 
that careful observer Sir Edward Parry himself (Narrative, &c., 
pp- 81, 110). Though Ross’s blunder with regard to the Razor- 
bill shows, as Dr. Malmgren truly says, that he was not a 
skilled ornithologist, yet it is not easy to see how he should 
have made such a mistake in this instance; and it may still 
be that this extremely rare bird inhabits the circumpolar re- 
gions, and that it really was seen on that occasion. May the 
question speedily obtain a solution by the organization of a 
properly equipped expedition to explore those solitudes ! 


Magdalene College, Cambridge, 
September 1865. 


XL.—Recent Ornithological Publications. 


l. ENGuisH. 
We are indebted to the kindness of Mr. G. R. Gray for a 
copy of his ‘Catalogue of British Birds’*, the existence of 
which, though it bears the date 1863 on its title-page, has 
been, until a few weeks past, entirely unknown to us, and, we 
believe we may add, to almost all our ornithological friends. It 
would be vain to speculate on the causes which for nearly two 
years have kept this useful volume in seclusion. It has long 
been known that the Zoological Department of the British 
Museum received but a very scanty portion of the consideration 
it deserved at the hands of those who chiefly direct the whole 
establishment; but we never expected to find the labours of one 
of their oldest officers would be so entirely ignored as in this 
instance they appear to have been. Of the merits of the work 
we need scarcely speak; for all our readers are acquainted with the 
painstaking accuracy that distinguishes all Mr. George Gray’s 
synonymatic catalogues; and this one is in reality a second edi- 
tion of his well-known ‘ List,’ which was printed in 1850, with 
such additional information as the author thinks necessary. 
Some slight slips there are, as, for instance, the statement (p. 244) 
that the White-winged Black Tern is “ found in most parts of 


* Catalogue of British Birds in the Collection of the British Museum. 
By George Robert Gray, F.L.S., F.Z.S., &e. London: printed by order 
of the Trustees, 1863. Svo. pp. 248. i 
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England ;” but, as a whole, the work is very carefully com- 
piled, and we hope our readers will be duly thankful to us for 
removing the bushel which has hitherto hidden this light which 
they will doubtless find extremely serviceable to them. 


With his usual punctuality Mr. Gould has brought out his 
two annual Parts of the ‘ Birds of Great Britain.’ The follow- 
ing are the species of which they treat :— 


PART VII. 
Merlin. . Whitethroat. 
Golden Oriole. Lesser Whitethroat. 
Rose-coloured Pastor. Melodious Warbler. 


Great Northern Diver. 
Black-throated Diver. 
Red-throated Diver. 
Blackcap. 

Garden Warbler. 


Hobby. 

Red-throated Bluebreast. 
Twite, or Mountain Linnet. 
Nutcracker. 

Green Sandpiper. 

Jack Snipe. 

Heron. 


Reed-Bunting. 


Teal. 
Garganey. 


Part VIII. 


Common Tern. 
Arctic Tern. 

Puffin. 

Great Skua. 
Pomatorhine Skua. 
Arctic Skua. 
Long-tailed Skua. 


Lapwing, or Peewit. 


Little Tern. 


The care bestowed both on the plates and the letter-press of 
this grand work seems to increase with each succeeding year ; 
and if no more of it were produced than has at present ap- 
peared, enough would have been done to place it above all the 
rest of the author’s important publications. Profiting by recent 
discoveries, Mr. Gould takes occasion to illustrate the very 
remarkable and abnormal mode of nidification of the Green 
Sandpiper, which is here for the first time, we believe, repre- 
sented. With reference to the last plate in Part VIII., we 
would, however, venture to inquire whether any of our readers 
have ever seen a Skua in the act of swimming? We have had 
some experience in observing all the European species, but we 
never had the good fortune to witness such a scene as that which 
is therein depicted. 
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In a series of articles bearing a title which at first sight 
would not be supposed to have much reference to ornithology, 
and published in the popular magazine called ‘Good Words,’ 
the Duke of Argyll has some considerations to which we would. 
desire to direct our readers’ attention. We do not wish to 
follow his Grace into the discussion of the Darwinian theory, to 
which he is firmly, though temperately, opposed; but among 
other illustrations of the universal “ Reign of Law,’ in the 
Number for February last, the noble author adduces the prin- 
ciples on which the Flight of Birds is conducted, and especially 
gives an account of the mechanical laws appealed to in order to 
make the vital force effective in the accomplishment of that act. 
As this subject has lately been treated of in these pages, the 
Duke’s remarks may be advantageously compared with the 
opinions expressed by Captain Hutton in our last Number 
(pp. 294-298) ; meanwhile we may congratulate ornithologists 
generally on the adhesion to their number of so calm a thinker 
and so agreeable a writer as the present Lord Privy Seal. 


We believe that, strange as it may seem, all lovers of birds 
are especially lovers of the birds of prey. Mr. Brodrick’s 
series of half a dozen beautiful plates will therefore necessarily 
be as much favourites with the ornithologist as they are “ Fal- 
coner’s Favourites”? *. The species represented, being those 
used in Falconry in this country, have of course been often 
figured before ; but the fidelity with which they are drawn makes 
them exceedingly welcome. Mr. Brodrick particularly excels in 
designing birds in the act of flight. No one who has seen it 
will forget the plunging stoop of the Barbary Falcon, in the 
work which he formerly illustrated ; and in the present. publica- 
tion we have a Hobby in chase of a Skylark as truthfully 
represented. Next to Mr. Wolf, Mr. Brodrick must certainly 
rank as an artist of birds ; and where violent action is concerned it 
is doubtful whether he does not even surpass that great draughts- 
man. The most scientific of our ornithological brethren may 
learn something from an inspection of these plates; and cold 

* Falconer’s Favourites. By W. Brodrick, one of the authors of 
‘ Falconry in the British Islands.’ London: 1865 (Van Voorst). Folio. 
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indeed must be the feelings of any man who professes to be an 
admirer of nature, and yet cannot appreciate their charms. 


2. FRENCH. 

The ‘ Nouvelles Archives du Muséum?’ inelude a report by 
Professor Milne-Edwards on some collections sent to Paris by 
the Pére Armand David, a Lazarist Missionary at Pekin, and 
presented at the meeting of the Administrators on the 26th 
September, 1864. This report is of considerable interest, as 
most of the birds mentioned in it are either rare or obscure 
species. Chief among them are three specimens of the Cros- 
soptilum, which was provisionally designated by Mr. Swinhoe 
(P. Z. S. 1862, p. 287) as C. mantchuricum, under the belief 
that it would prove distinct from the Phasianus auritus of 
Pallas (Z. R.-A. ii. p. 86), a belief, however, not shared by 
Mr. Sclater (P. Z. S. 1863, p. 118), though since entertained 
by Mr. G. R. Gray (P. Z. S. 1864, p. 260). M. Milne-Edwards 
considers it now established that the specimen obtained by Dr. 
Lamprey, and described by Mr. Swinhoe, is identical with 
Pallas’s species; and consequently the old name must be re- 
tained, and the bird will stand as C. auritum (Pallas). It is 
stated that— 

“Le P. Armand David rencontra pour la première fois ces 
oiseaux rares en juillet 1863, dans les vallées septentrionales 
d’une haute montagne située à une quinzaine de licues à Pouest 
de Pékin, et il constata, d’une part, que la femelle ne diffère 
que très peu du mile (sa taille étant seulement un peu moindre, 
et ses ergots rudimentaires) ; d’autre part, que la livrée de 
noces ne différe en rien du plumage d’hiver. Pris au collet et 
mis en voliére, ces oiseaux se montrent doux et familiers ; leur 
voix est variée et ressemble beaucoup à celle de la poule. Les 
Chinois les connaissent sous le nom de Ho-ki ou de Gho-hy.” 

Specimens also of Mr. George Gray’s lately described Pwu- 
crasia xanthospila were contained in M. David’s collection ; 
and of this, as well as the last-mentioned species, figures are 
given. M. Milne-Edwards remarks, too, an example of a Ring- 
necked Pheasant from Mongolia, which has characters in com- 
mon with Phasianus mongolicus, as figured by Mr. Gould 
(B. As. Part X.), and the well-known P. torquatus. Hence the 
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Professor infers that these two are specifically identical; but we 
would venture to suggest the possibility of there being a third 
and distinct, though intermediate, species. The bird mentioned 
by Mr. Swinhoe in our last number (pp. 349, 350) was doubt- 
less similar to that sent to Paris by Father David. As new 
species, Prof. Milne-Edwards characterizes and figures Carpo- 
dacus davidianus, much resembling the Fringilla rhodochroa of 
Vigors (P. Z. S. 1831, p. 23) from the Himalayas, and Abrornis 
armandi, which is very similar to Mr. Blyth’s Phylloscopus 
viridanus and P. lugubris (J. A. S., 1843, pp. 967, 968). 


In the ‘Bulletin de la Société Impériale d’Acclimatation ° 
for May last, M. Rufz de Lavison, the Director of the beautiful 
garden in the Bois de Boulogne, has a “ Note sur les Faisans 
acquis et à acquérir.” This paper is chiefly made up of a trans- 
lation of Mr. Sclater’s “ List of the Species of Phaszanide,” from 
the Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London for 1863 
(pp. 1138-127), to which is prefixed a short historical summary 
respecting the three principal introductions of Pheasants to 
EKurope,—(1) Phasianus colchicus, supposed to have been brought 
by the Argonauts; (2) P. torquatus, Thaumalea picta, and Gen- 
neus nychthemerus, in the eighteenth century; and (3) the 
attempts, begun some ten years ago by the Zoological Society, 
and still in progress, to naturalize various other members of 
the family. Dr. Rufz de Lavison furnishes some very inter- 
esting particulars respecting the increasing abundance of the 
Common Pheasant in France; but we think he is in error when 
he states that, according to English ornithologists, it did not 
exist in this country before the year 1290, and that even in 
1780 it was not found with us in a wild state; for Yarrell 
(B. B. ï. p. 3866, note) quotes from Dugdale’s ‘ Monasticon 
Anglicanum’ an extract by which it appears that in the first 
year of Henry I., who began to reign in 1100, the Abbot of 
Amesbury obtained a licence to kill Pheasants; and that they 
must have been wild birds is plain, or no licence would have 
been necessary. It is probable that we owe the introduction of 
the Pheasant to the Normans, as the French are supposed to be 
indebted for it to the Romans. 
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The ‘ Bulletin de la Société d’Acclimatation et d’ Histoire Na- 
turelle de Vile de la Réunion,’ for 1865, contains a “ Note sur 
POxynotus ferrugineus,” by M. Francois Pollen, one of the 
Assistant Naturalists of the Leyden Museum, who dates his 
communication from that island, where this singular bird ap- 
pears to be more common than we have reason to believe it is 
in Mauritius—the only other locality in which it is found: 
indeed, until the publication of M. Maillard’s work (‘ Ibis,’ 
1863, pp. 103, 104), the best authorities thought it was exclu- 
sively confined to Mauritius. M. Pollen describes at length 
the different plumages of this species, which varies greatly ac- 
cording to age and sex, the adult male having no ferruginous in 
its colouring—a circumstance, we suppose, that has led Dr. 
Hautlaub very lately (J. f. O. 1865, p. 160) to alter the spe- 
cific name of the bird from ferrugineus into typicus. M. Pollen 
speaks highly of the value of the services which Oxynotus 
renders to agriculturalists ; but as he states that it inhabits the 
most impenetrable forests, we do not easily see how it often gets 
an opportunity to be useful to mankind. Nothing yet is known 
for certain respecting its manner of breeding. We should like 
to hear of examples of the Oxynotus of Réunion being closely 
compared with specimens from Mauritius. Some of the latter, 
which are. before us as we write, seem not to agree exactly with 
the author’s descriptions and figures of the former. 


3. Swiss. 

It is with extreme gratification that we have to announce to 
our readers the foundation of an Ornithological Society in 
Switzerland, and to acknowledge the receipt of their first publica- 
tion*. There is probably no nation on the Continent with which 
our countrymen generally have so much real sympathy as with 
the Swiss, whether it springs from the mere fact that in the me- 
mories of so many of us there are agreeable recollections of 
pleasant holidays passed among the most glorious scenery in 
Europe, or from more recondite reflections on the bond of union 
which the enjoyment by each people of the most perfect liberty 
of thought and act necessarily creates. This sympathy, how- 
ever arising, will assuredly not be lessened by the intelligence 


* Bulletin de la Société Ornithologique Suisse. Tome I. 1"° Partie. 
Genève et Bale: (H. Georg, Libraire) 1865. 
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we now communicate to our readers. The ‘ Bulletin’ which has 
been sent to us on the part of the new Society is a livraison of 
more than a hundred and fifty pages, handsomely printed in 
large octavo, and illustrated by three lithographic plates, two of 
which are coloured. It contains the following articles :— 

Observations sur la Cisticola schenicola, par G. LUNEL. 

Note sur le Bécasseau platyrhynque (Tr. platyrhyncha), par G. LUNEL. 

Distribution verticale des Sylviadées en Suisse, par V. Farro. 

Lettres de M. Léon OLPH-GALLIARD*, 

Une colonie d’ Ardea cinerea en Suisse, par A. FATIO. 

Parus borealis, par V. FATIO. 

L’Oométre, par V. FATIO. 

Le Syrrhaptes paradoxus en Suisse, par V. Fario. 

Analyses. 

Extraits des Procès-verbaux de l’Année 1864. 

We need scarcely say that several of these papers contain 
matter of very high interest. The first, for instance, by M. 
Lunel, who is Conservator of the Academical Museum at Geneva, 
gives a good account of the very peculiar nidification of the 
beautiful little Fan-tailed Warbler—the Tailor-bird of Europe. 
The author believes that the variation in the eggs of this species, 
which is quite as remarkable as in the case of those of Anthus 
arboreus, depends mainly on difference of locality. 

Of the articles communicated by M. Fatio, the President of 
the new Society, three merit every attention. That on the ver- 
tical distribution of birds is on a subject which has hitherto 
been much neglected ; and naturally Switzerland is an admirable 
country for its investigation. The author takes four localities 
wherein careful observations have been made; and the following 
is a very brief statement of the results :— 


Species of Sylviide. 
Elevation, 


in mè : . Resident 
m metres. | Occurring. (Breeding. 


all the year. 


————. 


Borders of Lake of Geneva) 375-500 | -24 21 2 
sble elegii  oosonoooocoooonaue 600-700 | . 19 16 1 
Valley of Urseren’ ......... 1450-1500 18 12(orl4?) 0 
Upper Engadina.........0. 1700-2000 8 4 0 


* We are also indebted to the kindness of the author for separately 
printed copies of these Letters. 
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Of the two species resident near Geneva, one is the Willow- 
Wren (Phyllopneuste trochilus), the other the Redbreast (Ery- 
thacus rubecula), the last also being the only Warbler which 
never quits the Hasli. On the vexed and difficult subject of 
Parus borealis, M. Fatio goes into very minute details, and arrives 
at the conclusion not only that it is a perfectly good species, 
but also that P. alpestris, which is intermediate between the 
so-called P. borealis and P. palustris, can be distinguished from 
the latter, though so closely resembling it. We have never 
enjoyed the opportunity of comparing a series of Swiss and 
Scandinavian specimens; we are therefore not in a position to 
give an opinion on these careful investigations; but we have 
elsewhere expressed our belief that the type specimens of our 
friend M. de Sélys-Longchamps’s P. borealis are not specifically 
distinct from P. palustris (Bree, B. Kur. iii. p. 8), a belief which 
has hardly been shaken by the testimony of Prof. Lilljeborg 
(Bree, B. Eur. iv. pp. 214-216). The “ Oométre ” invented by 
M. Fatio is an ingenious instrument, and one which we should 
very much like to see brought into general use in oological descrip- 
tions, as by its means, besides the dimensions, the actual shape 
of an egg can be expressed so as to be intelligible to those who 
may not be frightened at the sight of a few (and they are only 
a few) algebraical symbols. 

The letters of M. Olph-Galliard relate to some supposed 
hybrids between Caccabis petrosa and C. greca, a dozen of which 
were recently living in the Zoological Gardens at Lyons, and are 
stated to have been received from Nice. The Analyses, which 
this first portion of the ‘Bulletin’ contains, show that ‘The 
Ibis’ is highly appreciated in Switzerland, and appear to be ex- 
tremely well executed. In conclusion, we have to offer the 
Société Ornithologique Suisse (among the members of which we 
are happy to see enrolled one of the brethren of the B. O. U.) 
our best thanks for this valuable contribution to the literature 
of our science, and our hearty wishes for their prosperity. 


4. Dutcu. 


The want of an index to Bonaparte’s ‘ Conspectus’ has long 
been painfully felt by ornithologists, since that work, unfinished 
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as it is, has, ever since its publication, been as indispensable a 
vade mecum as Mr. George Gray’s ‘ List of Genera,’ or a ‘ Murray’ 
to the British tourist on the continent. We are glad to an- 
nounce, therefore, that Herr Otto Finsch, formerly Assistant 
in the Museum at Leyden, and now Curator of that at Bremen; 
has supplied this very pressing necessity, by bringing out, in a 
form which admits of its being bound up with the great labour 
to which it is a guide, such a desideratum*. Even to those 
who, like ourselves, have composed or copied from some kind 
and more fortunate friend a manuscript index, the present work 
will be of great service ; for not many persons, we apprehend, have 
taken the trouble, as Mr. Finsch has done, to give a particular 
reference to all the species of which Bonaparte was the first 
describer or name-giver ; and this feature alone will be found of 
considerable utility. 


We have before referred to Professor Schlegel’s Catalogue of the 
Scolopaces in the Leyden Museum (anteà, p. 342). The Seventh 
part of that laborious and useful work+, which completes the 
enumeration of the group, besides containing a descriptive list 
of the Ciconte, Cursores, and Ralli, has now appeared. The 
series of Scolopaces in the Museum is represented by no less 
than 1230 skins and 50 osteological specimens of 84 species ! 
that of Ciconie by 152 specimens of 23 species, and of Cursores 
by 749 specimens of 98 species! The résumé of the Ralli, 
among which Professor Schlegel comprehends the Gruide, is 
still unfinished. It needs not to be said that all these groups 
are worked out in a most painstaking manner; and, as may be 
gathered from the statement of the wealth of the Leyden store- 
house, the Catalogue, though of course limited in its scope to 
such species as are therein contained, actually becomes an 
almost complete descriptive work of the genera and families 
treated, and one which is the more valuable since it is long 

* Index ad Caroli Luciani Bonaparte Conspectum Generum Avium. 
Auctore O. Finsch. Lugduni Batavorum: 1865. (London: Williams 
and Norgate.) Royal Svo, pp. 23. . 


t Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle des Pays-Bas, 7"° livraison. Leyden: 
1865. (London: Williams and Norgate.) | 
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since any such general review of these groups has been under- 
taken. Our space would not permit us to notice a tithe even 
of the numerous identifications and rectifications of synonymy 
which the author makes; we will here only stay to remark that he 
refers the Ciconia pruyssenaeri of Von Heuglin, described in the 
‘ Ibis’ for 1864 (p. 430), to the Ardea leucocephala of Gmelin (Me- 
lanopelargus leucocephalus, Bp., and Ciconia biclavata, Hodgs.). 
Professor Schlegel considers Baleniceps rex to be a Stork, and 
indeed, if we rightly understand his expression, would refuse to 
it generic distinction, including it as a Ciconia; but as the 
Leyden Museum does not seem to contain a specimen of that 
remarkable form, it is only incidentally mentioned. 


5. SWEDISH. 

Dr. Malmgren’s ‘New Observations on the Bird-fauna of 
Spitsbergen ’ being already noticed in detail in the paper on the 
birds of that country, contained in our present Number (pp. 
500-525), we need here do nothing more than briefly record its 
publication, and express our thanks to its author for a copy 
of it. 


We have received the Sixteenth part of Professor Sundevall’s 
excellent work on the Birds of Sweden. We cannot add to the 
many eulogiums that have been already passed upon it in ‘ The 
Ibis,’ except to say that we wish there was any chance of our 
own Ornis being treated in a like masterly way—barring, of 
course, the slow progress which the book makes. 


6. AMERICAN. 

To our kind friend Professor Baird we are indebted for sheets 
17-20 (inclusive) of his ‘ Review of American Birds,’ the last of 
which bears date “ 20 May, 1865.” Even in this limited por- 
tion of the work many new species are described; but we have 
before confessed our individual inability to cope with it in a 
critical pomt of view. The author has, however, now reached his 
320th page: we therefore hope the first volume of it may soon 
be completed ; and then we trust to lay before our readers a 
summary of the contents of that portion of this most im- 
portant work. 
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Under the editorship of the well-known naturalist Dr. Her- 
mann Burmeister, at present Director of the Museum at Buenos 
Ayres, a periodical has been commenced, to which we naturally 
wish all possible success. The first number of the ‘ Anales del 
Museo Publico de Buenos Aires ’—for the opportunity of seeing 
which we are indebted, among many other acts of friendship, to 
our predecessor Mr. P. L. Sclater—contains only one ornitho- 
logical paper. This is from the pen of the editor, and is “ On 
the Humming-birds described by Don Felix de Azara,” a group 
which is stated to be the least well worked out of any in that 
author’s work. In 1847 Dr. Hartlaub published an index de- 
termining some of the species therein mentioned, but he was 
only able to identify two of the eleven Humming-birds to which 
Azara gave names. To ascertain exactly what these are is Dr. 
Burneister’s object ; and the result of his researches is that he 
believes that only six species were known to Azara. These he 
refers as follows :— 

No. 289 to Agyrtria albiventris (Thaumatias albiventris, Gould, 
v. pl. 801). 

Nos. 290, 291 to Hylocharis ruficollis (H. sapphirina, Gould, 
v. pl. 842). 

Nos. 292, 298, 294 to Hylocharis flavifrons* (Chlorostilbon 
phaethon, Gould, v. pl. 354). 

Nos. 295, 296 to Lampornis mango (Gould, ii. pl. 74). 

Nos. 297, 299 to Heliomaster angele (Calliperidia angele, 
Gould, iv. pl. 268). 

No. 298 remains a doubtful species. 


XLI.— Letters, Extracts from Correspondence, Notices, &c. 


We have received the Res letters addressed “To the 
Editor of ‘The Ibis?” : 
Fort Whipple, Arizona, May 29, 1865. 
Srr,—* * x “ Hobbies” are queer things, but then they are 
such a thesaurus of pleasure, and never do any harm, except a 
little in the way of boring friends when the hobbyist will, 
through want of tact, ride rough-shod over other folks. For my 


* Referred to Hylocharis bicolor in the letterpress, but corrected as 
above in a manuscript note. 


